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dets as B natiral sirconditiones when
breezes.camry cool air into the houze.




From the streets,
the two-storey
facade prasents as
inscrutable planes
of agrated concrete
wall pane
sguare windows,
umiktrusively
blending in with the
surrounding houses.

lile looking
Jare from the
[side, strong
ves give this
lbourne home
0ft, sensual
ibience

SANCTUEY



C‘u:‘ let the sun determine the «]l.'1|u'- ol the curves. because 1l was all
aboult following the sun. Otherwise, we kept the building square and air;||J|:~9’

Jendy and Daxte
exparmented with il 15 given an extra dimension of
light, gréy and achre-
coloured stones :
create the beautiful coil through and define the downstairs rooms of
concrene fhaoring. this two-bedroom house wilh

ALY

through the use of Sino structural curees thal

vy upslairs studies,

tyards and bookca

A

es wherever they could
practically be placed
Ric Zen says thal the house is basically square

And from the streetscape of Victorian villas, the

wo-slorey

sents as inscrutabl es ol

acade p

aerated concrete wall panels and square windows

(L

It i1s new and ditterent to the local housing stock but
seftly, unoblrysvely so,

Once inside however, the curvilinear sensations

SanChuony

take ower a5 a curved wall of vertical wood batter
defines the master bedroom suite and l=ads alor
the hallway past a courtyard which has a curvir
slaternent water feature

In the open-space living/kitchen/dining are

there is & curved kitchen bench sel opposite 3

eweep of curving glass windows that invite th

greanery of the courtyard inside,

B S

of three-metre high, nort
facing, faceted windows framed in Victorian as
was expensive to do” says Ric. "But it was all abou
capturing the sun.”

L Was @S0 aDout Capidring

the main lenet of th



yihich, apart frorm emphasising susta

or a garden nouse that hag open Wing

S, prnacy

ling hewght amg
ing lived in a high-maintenance, south-

- - s ~ .
nouse previously, Uexier says a bright

enance house was critical. Jenny says “we

1 1o downsize but werent prepared for an

nent, It had to fzel as tho

n and light.

i 2ot goes, Courtyards take up one guarter
# building envelope and are planted wilh
. herbs, miniature citrus trees, grapevines,
lea, native grasses and groundcovers.

he courtyards alse work as natural heat sinks
absorbing heat when needed. Ferns and water

plants feature n the nner- courtyard 0 Tully

race tha entire g AIFS 1IN Gresngny

the Sweeping
1 roarm features plantér boxes wath

me lregs,

Deen TOCUSIMg an

sustainable design since setting up his practice in

1987, says that the house, which 15 built boundary
to-boundary on an B.5 by 45 metre block "is very
conventionally Laid out

used conventional construction throughout
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Ground level

Janmy and Dextar's
desire for a garden
houge with open
living spaces,
privacy, ceiling
hzight and lght
has been tuthllad.

sanchery

in the utilitarian spaces such as the hallways
angd bedrogoms (o kKeep the costs down, Upstairs,
the curve 15 i the deck and nol i the rooms
thermselyes, says Hic,

We let the sun determine the shape of the

turves, nesays, because itwas allabout follo {1l

the =un. Otherwise, we kept the building square

and simple.” And. adds Dexter wryly, “almost to

budget,

Ihe curves are, however, the keynote. They are
also Tun to work with, says Ric, "because spatially
curves are flexible. You can push and pull them
where you like, They are less rigid and more free.

And because there are fewer sharp corners. spaces

blend intd each ather more easily

The curved wall which continues ac

master bedroom doorway i created in slathe
radially-sawn stringy bark from floar to ceil

“The front fence 15 made of the same materiz
says Rig, The vertical wood wall "has a drama

effect and also serves o minimise the yse

plasterboard which can make a house cald

The implicit thoughtfulness that defines m
sustainable buildings is carried through in so0 ma
unexpected aspects, In Jenny and Dexters hous

the considered detailing in

ides a vertical ste
Slalled screaning feature placed an a potentia

problematic western-sun éxposed upslaire wa
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n references the master bedroarm wall “and

che wall from gett

g with diagonally “transparent rooms™ with
v placements that allow through-views from
o back and that make the house appear
than it actually 15, the most immediately

¢ the polished concrete tloor

wahble feat

jownstairs L

il mass to the implicitly ambient house

ving area Lhal gnes the essenlial

sad of the floor logking like harsh concrete,
te beautiful and guite deceptively =oft. More
nything in the "bespoke house,” it took a lot
aking to get right. To get the desired effect
turned out 10 be “like nougat,” the couple

The upstars larrace
that mimics the
sweeping curve of the
living room features
planter boxes with
tomatoes, lettuces,
alive and lime trees

‘C It's a Very 1!:‘.‘In:‘i'f'l.ll

house to walk into and

vou are alwavs aware ol

the garden ”

Tha curvas of the
home have bean
dictated by the
maowement of the sun
to allow light and
heat into the home.




Bookcases
abound in
any spaco
that is
available,

perimented with an agg
ht, grey and ochre-colow

ned concrele scresd w

orks magnificently,”

ceful house to walk into an

vays aware of the garden, says Jenny.

is as though »

~auld live here l could e here tomorrow.”

Designer:
Location;

Photography:
Features:

Zan Architects [Ric Zen, Ben Callery, Shae Parker) www.zenarchitects.com

Brunswick, VIC

Emma Crozs

um 170 litre Qllin combi soiar hat
water and nydronic heating
[note: Olfin no longer exist)

m 7000 litre Septech semi-
submerged raimaater tank

w Pilkington double-glazed windows
m Hebel aerated cladding

m Arr-cell cerlimg msulation

& Autex Greenstulf Polyaster batts
a Mentone Pre-mix concrete floor

m Foamular extruded polystyrana
slab insulation

® Amhienca low-enargy lighting
a Caroma water-efficient toilets

m Hansgrohe watar-eificient showerheads

m Natural cross-vantilation and lighting

m Pond provides natural cooling

m Thermal chimney releazes heat

= Rooftop harvestable vegetable
and herb garden

m Radial Timber Sales radially sawn
sustainably-harvested Gmber

= Maove, drought-tolerant landscaping

m Casztlamaine slate stona wall




